
This community newsletter provides updates and information 
on the Kutcho Copper Project, near Dease Lake, BC. 

The Kutcho Copper Project is 
a proposed copper-zinc-gold-silver mine

If the Project is approved, 
it could employ:

550 personnel
during construction
(yrs -3 to 1) 

370 personnel
during operations
(yrs 1 to 7) 

230 personnel
ore rehandle
(yrs 8 to 11)

Updates to mine 
and infrastructure 
plans will be 
shared in future 
Community 
Newsletters

● Located approximately 100 km east of Dease Lake 
in northern British Columbia

● The proposed mine could operate for 11 years, 
then be reclaimed and closed.

● The site is currently accessible by a 900 m long 
gravel airstrip and a 120 km long seasonal track 
from Dease Lake, suitable for specialized vehicles 
only. If the Project is approved, the seasonal road 
will be upgraded to a year-round connection to 
Dease Lake suitable for conventional vehicles.

● Concentrate will be trucked from Dease Lake to 
the port of Stewart, then shipped to smelters 
overseas.

Sign-up for updates

What is the history of 
the Kutcho Copper Project?

● First environmental work at the site started in 
about 1985. Scientific and technical studies have 
been ongoing at the site since 2005. Kutcho Copper 
Corp. (KCC) purchased the Kutcho Copper Project 
in 2017.

● KCC’s goal is to advance the Project through 
feasibility study, regulatory approvals and 
permitting, and obtain a decision to build the mine.

● Since KCC bought the property in 2017, KCC has 
been refining engineering and the design for the 
Kutcho Copper Project and collecting scientific data 
that contributes to the Environmental Assessment 
process. 

● KCC has also been engaging with Indigenous 
Nations and the public.
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Environmental Assessment Update

● In December 2019, the Kutcho Copper Project entered the BC 
provincial Environmental Assessment process. The Project is 
being assessed under a hybrid process that combines the 2002 
and 2018 Environmental Assessment processes.

● The Project is currently in the pre-Application stage, working with 
Indigenous Nations and regulators on how the Project should be 
studied and assessed. The Application for Environmental 
Assessment Certificate (“Application”) is a document KCC submits 
to the government, showing the effects of the Project and how 
they will be managed. Preparing the Application typically involves 
several years of fieldwork and studies.
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● The Application is organized to 
include information around the 
environment, economy, social, health, 
and heritage “pillars” of assessment.

● There are a variety of opportunities 
for Indigenous Nations and the public 
to understand the potential effects of 
the Project, and to provide input in 
how these effects may be managed 
(see below).

Project 
determined 
reviewable

• Application Reviewed
• EOA Assessment Report
• Referral to Ministers

Scope & 
processes 
determined

Focus 
determined 
(AIR - Application 
Information 
Requirements)

Application 
prepared by 
proponent

Application 
evaluated by 
EOA

Decision to 
certify by 
Ministers

Compliance 
monitored & 
enforced

30 days 180 days 45 days

Pre Application Application Review Post Certification

We are here
● Confirming with 

regulators the details 
of how we will 
proceed through the 
Environmental 
Assessment Process

How Indigenous Nations and the 
Public are Involved at This Stage
● Feedback on contents of the Application

● Ongoing consultation and engagement

How Indigenous Nations and the Public 
are Involved at This Stage
● Input on key topics for inclusion in the Application

● Key knowledge holders may be interviewed 
or surveyed

● Indigenous Nations invited to share 
Indigenous Knowledge

● Ongoing consultation and engagement

Environmental Assessment Process

COVID-19 Update

Kutcho Copper Corp. is committed to the 
health and safety of its staff and communities. 
KCC is engaging virtually with communities at 
this time, in order to reduce in-person interactions.

Socioeconomic and non-traditional 
land use started in Fall 2021.
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Cindy Lewis from TEEM conducting 
ground surveys for amphibians, 
August 1, 2021. The particular 
objective is to locate western toad 
breeding sites. Western toad is a 
federally and provincially listed 
species of conservation concern. 
Suitable breeding sites (shallow 
waterbodies with low flow, muddy 
banks, open canopy, and emergent 
vegetation) are located from the air 
during an aerial survey. Visual 
searches are then conducted at the 
site on the ground by walking 
around the waterbody searching for 
tadpoles and toadlets on the shore, 
and keeping an eye out for adults 
that may be foraging in the 
terrestrial habitats.

Stacey Doyle and Tanner Louie from Tahltan ERM 
Environmental Management (TEEM) deploy 
Autonomous Recording Units (ARUs) to survey 
for common nighthawk, July 6, 2021. Common 
nighthawk is a federal and provincial species of 
conservation concern. ARUs are placed on open 
tree branches or stakes close to meadows, open 
forested areas, and wetlands where this species 
forages for insects. The recordings are processed 
to determine if common nighthawks were calling 
in the area.
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The TEEM wildlife team, Tanner Louie and Stacey Doyle, in the alpine during songbird point 
count surveys, July 4, 2021. The team conducts 5 point counts spaced 200 m apart along a 
1 km transect throughout various habitat types within the study area. Point counts consist 
of documenting songbirds seen and heard within a 100 m radius during a 5-minute survey 
window. 

Cindy Lewis from TEEM observing a horned lark 
pair after a songbird point count survey up in the 
alpine, July 4, 2021. The team conducts 5 point 
counts spaced 200 m apart along a 1 km transect. 
Multiple transects are surveyed throughout 
various habitat types in the study area. Point 
counts consist of recording songbirds observed 
and heard within a 100 m radius during a 5-
minute survey window, as well as any evidence of 
breeding behavior, which includes pairs. 

Stacey Doyle from TEEM during 
waterbird brood surveys, July 29, 
2021. Surveys are conducted by 
helicopter over all waterbodies and 
creeks to record number and 
species of waterbirds within the 
study area. During this time of year, 
the particular objective is to locate 
broods (family of young waterbirds) 
to determine the number and 
species that are breeding in the 
study area. The number of young 
waterbirds and their age class is 
recorded for each brood observed. 
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Field studies

In 2018, we advanced studies on the following topics: 
● Climate, meteorology and noise
● Aquatic resources
● Fish and fish habitat
● Wildlife characterization

● Terrestrial ecosystems 
(includes rare plants and wetlands)

● Visual quality
● Human health

● New long-term exploration agreements are in place with 
the Kaska and Tahltan Nations. 

● KCC aims to reach long-term relationship agreements 
with these Nations regarding economic participation.

● KCC has begun sending copies of its permit applications 
to Kaska and Tahltan Nations for review and comment 
before submitting them to regulators. KCC hopes to 
continue this approach, acknowledging the important 
feedback these Nations have regarding KCC’s plans and 
work.

● Indigenous consultation and engagement related to the 
environmental assessment process is planned for 2022.

● KCC is committed to working with Kaska and Tahltan 
and provides support to Kaska Grizzlies’ local hockey 
team and the Healthy Active Tahltans initiative. 

Indigenous Nation update
Kutcho Copper Corp. (TSXV: KC, OTCQX: KCCFF) 
is a publicly-traded Canadian resource 
development company focused on expanding 
and developing the Kutcho Copper Project. Its 
head office is in Vancouver, BC.

KCC is committed to social responsibility and 
the highest environmental standards. 

For information about KCC and its approach to 
social responsibility and the environment, please 
visit www.kutcho.ca/community

About Kutcho Copper Corp (KCC)

Let’s stay in touch
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In 2021, we were able to safely restart a variety of field studies:

● Upland bird and common nighthawk
● Western toad, bats, waterbirds
● Habitat suitability
● Rare plants
● Aquatic biology 
● Fish and fish habitat
● Paired berry/soil sampling 

for human health assessment

● Ground water and surface water samples 
(water quality)

● Groundwater and surface water flow 
measurements (water quantity) 

● Meteorological (weather) data collection  
● Geotechnical drilling to better understand 

the quality of the bedrock underneath the 
location of the proposed mine and tailings 
management facility
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